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affecting us is the exceptions -- exemption from 

the fire code or the plan review fee. On past 

projects, 201G projects and apartment situations 

like this, we have been collecting the plan 

review fee. 

It was brought to our department maybe 

about four years ago, when Alalani affordable 

apartments came in, and they did not want -

they wanted a waiver from the fees. I turned it 

over to Corporation Counsel, and they determined 

that we needed to collect the fees because our 

department was not waived. 

So that's, like I said - and the last 

projects that came up, Lokelani, I did collect 

the plan review fees also. 

16 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. 

17 Corporation Counsel, can you comment on 

18 that? 

19 MR. KUSHI: No, I can't. I wasn't around on the 

20 Alalani matter. 

21 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members? Member Johnson. 

22 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes, Scott. Because -- was 

23 Lokelani a 201G also? 

24 MR. ENGLISH: I believe so, it was. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. And then what -- what 
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3 MR. ENGLISH: I am not sure. The permit was not 

4 applied for, routed to my office at this time 

5 yet. 

6 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Johnson, it's $7,400. 

7 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: 7,400. Okay. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

I guess my question would then be for 

Alice. Because of the fact that this is a 

project that is going to be affordable in 

perpetuity, and because it's being built on 

County property, and it does benefit, I guess, 

in the area of human concerns, is there any way 

that we could participate through a grant or 

other means to help out with this particular 

cost? 

17 MS. LEE: I am not sure. I think the applicant 

18 

19 

20 

should answer this one. But I thought it would 

have been covered under the exemption, the last 

exemption letter G. 

21 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I will, you know, just 

22 

23 

24 

that was my only question, Mr. Chair. So when 

the applicant comes back, I will just reserve 

that one. 

25 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Fine. Thank you. 
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1 Member Mateo. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: I don't -- Chairman, I don't 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

know if this lS the appropriate person to ask 

the question of, or maybe the applicant. But I 

think in reviewing, reviewing the projectl I 

believe you are looking at health and safety 

issues relative to this particular project. And 

for example, they have a three-story building, 

for -- that will be - that will accommodate 

seven units, I think it was. 

I am not particularly sure where the 

handicapped component, you know, comes - comes 

in, whether your inspection will dictate where 

handicapped units will be located l ground floor 

versus fourth floor, whatever. Could you 

comment on that regard? 

17 MR. ENGLISH: Okay. Right now, as far as like the 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

three-story buildings, and the Fire Code and 

Building Code requires those to be fire 

sprinklered. I think the code requires any 

apartment buildings three or more stories in 

height, or containing 16 units, requires to be 

provided with fire sprinklers and fire alarms. 

As far as accessible units, normally, 

they are on the ground floor. My code does not 
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1 cover that. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. 

3 MR. ENGLISH: But normally, the accessible units are 

4 on the ground floors. 

5 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you. Chairman, I will 

6 

7 

I will continue that questioning with the 

applicant when they come up. Thank you. 

8 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Member Mateo. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Question for the Fire Department. In 

regards to Grasscrete for fire access within the 

development itself, do you have any comments to 

make in regards to that? 

13 MR. ENGLISH: Yes. We allowed the Grasscrete. Like 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

I said, it will be designed to hold the weight 

of our trucks so we do have accessibility to 

certain areas of the building. The only thing 

is that I don't allow it on any kind of more 

than a 2 percent grade. 

19 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Fine. Thank you. 

20 

21 

Members, any more questions for the Fire 

Department? Member -- Director Lee? 

22 MS. LEE: Thank you. On the exemption list, under C, 

23 

24 

25 

exemptions from Title 16, Maui County Code, 

Buildings and Construction, Item Number I, 

exemptions from Chapter 16.04A, MCC Fire Code, 
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it says, and the final words, "and building and 

permit fees as well as inspection fees. II 

But if we are talking about $7,000 on a 

$23 million project, I think we can figure out 

something. 

6 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Johnson. 

7 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: One additional question. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

I know that there have been fires in 

that area because sometimes during the dry 

season, on the mauka side, there have been brush 

fires that erupted, sometimes in vacant lots. 

Do you anticipate that this particular 

area would be any more difficult to get to than 

any other project area if there were such an 

outbreak of a fire? 

16 MR. ENGLISH: I think with Hope Chapel coming in next 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

door, once that development is taken care of 

that used to be, yes, a very brush fire -- an 

area that always would get torched every year. 

But with the development in the area that's 

proposed, I think that area will be pretty much 

well taken care of. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. And you are not 

24 

25 

concerned with anything on the mauka side where 

it would jump the roadway or anything? And you 
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1 know! like in terms of the roofing materials! 

2 that it could possibly catch fire? 

3 MR. ENGLISH: Normally! when the fire usually runs! 

4 

5 

6 

7 

it runs from makai to mauka. Not too often, we 

have mauka jumping back to the makai side of the 

road! with the rains -- with the normal trade 

winds. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you very much. 

9 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members! any more questions for 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

the Fire Department? 

Again! thank you very much. 

We have one more person for public 

not public! but for comments. This is the 

department! representative from the Department 

of Transportation! State Highways. 

16 MS. SHIBUYA: Good morning! Chair and Council 

17 Members. My name is Charlene Shibuya acting as 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the Assistant District Engineer while the 

District Engineer is off island. 

Anyway! our department! the State 

Department of Transportation! we are supportive 

of the project. The applicant's consultant has 

responded to some of our minor concerns on the 

project, and we feel comfortable with the way 

they are going to address it. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

And as far as most of the exemptions I it 

actually relates to Maui County Code exemptions. 

And as you know, the impact fee ordinance for 

traffic and roadway improvements, that's not 

5 

6 

collected by the State, it is collected by the 

County. 

7 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ms. Shibuya. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Any questions for the Department of 

Transportation? 

If not, thank you very much for your 

statement. 

12 MS. SHIBUYA: Thank you. 

13 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Members, before we bring 

14 

15 

16 

17 

back the consultant, the Chair would like to 

take a five-minute break, so we will reconvene 

at 11:30. (Gavel.) 

RECESS: 11:25 a.m. 

18 RECONVENE: 11:37 a.m. 

19 CHAIR PONTANILLA: (Gavel.) The Housing and Human 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Services Committee meeting lS now reconvened. 

At this time, I would like to calIon 

the consultant to approach the podium for 

question and answers from the Members. 

Thank you, Karlynn. 

Members, any questions for the 
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1 consultants? Member Johnson. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes, Karlynn. I think you 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

have heard most of the questions that came up 

during our discussion, and are there any of the 

areas that you can address right now with regard 

to the issues that had come up during our 

discussion? 

8 MS. KAWAHARA: Yes, if we go back through, the last 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

one being with the Fire Department, I would like 

to clarify for the record that although 

Lieutenant English indicated that Lokelani Hale 

had paid their fire fees, this Council had 

granted them an exemption from that fee. So it 

is the same exemption that has been requested 

before, and it's my understanding that it is 

possible for the Council to grant an exemption 

from that fee if they so wish. 

With regards to Councilmember Mateo's 

question on the accessible units, they all will 

be on the ground floor level of the three-story 

buildings. 

There was another question 

23 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: One of the questions, 

24 

25 

Karlynn, that I had, while you are looking for 

the other items that were reviewed, was In 
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regard to the area that's up in the upper 

right hand corner, which would be the exemption, 

I guess, from a Special Use Permit, for I think 

it is a maintenance building --

5 MS. KAWAHARA: And the Adult Residential Care Home. 

6 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: -- and the Adult Residential 

7 Care. Could you address that? 

8 MS. KAWAHARA: Yes. It is our understanding, and we 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

are trying to get verification from the Planning 

Department as far as the actual location of that 

open space designation. 

As we pointed out earlier, there is an 

electrical easement that runs -- electrical and 

drainage easement that runs through the property 

this way, and from what we can tell right now, 

from the maps that we have, this portion here lS 

designated open space by the Kihei Project 

District. We do not have an exact amount of 

that area. 

If it is in fact that the boundary of 

the electrical easement is the boundary of that 

open space property, I believe that open space 

area would be about a half an acre, total, is 

the rough calculation from the civil engineer. 

Because this is a convalescent-home type 
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facilitYt we would be required to normally have 

a special - state special -- sorry - a County 

Special Use Permit in order to operate the 

facility. And so one of the exemptions that we 

are seeking from that is an exemption from the 

requirement to have Hale Mahaolu fill out an 

application for a Special Use Permit. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. And regarding the 

9 

10 

water line easements t I know that that was one 

of the letters. Could you also address that -

11 MS. KAWAHARA: Sure. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: -- because I believe it was 

13 

14 

15 

answered t but during the break t I just -- you 

know, I wanted to make sure that I understood 

correctly what what was actually said. 

16 MS. KAWAHARA: Okay. With regards to the water line 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

exemption that we are seeking, I briefly alluded 

to in the presentation that Hale Mahaolu -- this 

is one parcel. Because of funding 

considerations that they have for the various 

funding sources that are being used to build 

this project, Hale Mahaolu, unfortunately, had 

to subdivide this parcel into three pieces. 

The approximate location of the parcels 

is about this is one parcel here. This 
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center portion is another parcel. And then the 

remainder is the last parcel. 

With regards to the water line, the 

water department does have a rule which does not 

allow for multiple lots to be served by a single 

meter. So in this case, you know, 

unfortunately, the only reason why the property 

was subdivided was because of the funding 

issues, because certain funds could not be used 

on the same property that other funds are going 

to be used for. The property was subdivided. 

And the meters -- one two-inch meter has 

been installed about here, and if the property 

did not have to be subdivided, it would have the 

two meters, and water lines would cross the 

property, and there would have been no problem. 

But because there is that rule on the Water 

Department's books, we are asking for an 

exemption from that. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you very much. 

21 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Mateo. 

22 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you/ Chairman. 

23 Karlynn, good morning. 

24 MS. KAWAHARA: Good morning. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: I guess, maybe, you can just 
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MS. 

help me understand why the request for an 

exemption for sidewalks, curbs, and gutters, 

when I think you would hope that the sidewalks 

and gutters -- the sidewalks around the 

property, especially, will be used, you know, 

extensively by the residents in this community. 

And the, I guess, upkeep of the roadway fronting 

the property, that that particular street 

improvement is an item that you also are 

requesting an exemption for, when I think both 

kind of like go hand in hand in trying to secure 

a safe environment for the residents of this 

community that will, hopefully, use both the 

sidewalks and, you know, roadways. 

So can you just kind of tell me why you 

are asking for this specific exemption? 

KAWAHARA: Sure. We did prepare a fee sheet, an 

estimated fee sheet, and based on what would be 

required by code, properties are normally 

required to improve their half of the roadway, 

is my understanding. And so, if Hale Mahaolu 

was required to improve their half of Liloa 

Drive, the estimate right now is that it would 

be -- cost them $410,000. So it is a cost 

factor for them. 
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Further, our understanding of the future 

Liloa Drive, this portion is currently in design 

with the Department of Public Works and 

Environmental Management, and there is a 

ten-foot-wide walking/bike path that would also 

be required on their half of the property. 

Hale Mahaolu is already giving up, I 

guess, so to speak, because it is still County 

property, but they are giving up 16 feet, I 

believe, of their property along the Liloa Drive 

side for that roadway expansion. So that, you 

know, further compressed the site that they had 

to work with. 

As far as the maintenance of the 

landscaping, you know, Hale Mahaolu has done, I 

think, a very good job of maintaining the 

landscaping at their other sites. And I 

believe, you know, whatever landscaping may go 

in along that roadway, Hale Mahaolu has said 

that they would be willing to help maintain 

that. So that, they are willing to do. 

Also, to clarify, with the portion of 

Old Welakahao Road that will front their 

property here, they will - Hale Mahaolu will be 

doing the improvements there; you know, they 
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will be providing the curb, gutter, and sidewalk 

there. But it's mainly a cost factor for the 

project. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. And I guess because Roy 

5 

6 

7 

8 

had indicated that at this particular point you 

are not even sure if you have enough money to 

actually complete the projectr have we got 

enough money to come complete Phase I and II? 

9 MS. KAWAHARA: I believe funding for Phase I has been 

10 secured. Phase II, I believe I should defer to 

11 

12 

Mr. Katsuda to respond on whether or not there's 

adequate funds there. 

13 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: I think my only concern with --

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

with that question is because I think as you are 

well aware of, bids are coming in for all kinds 

of projects, yeah, at an - at an incredibly 

high level. So I am kind of hoping that, you 

know, we are going through this process, we 

would like to - personally, I would like to 

support the project, but, you know, I hope you 

guys have the money, you know, to actually get 

it done; otherwise, kind of like -- we're kind 

of toying with an idea that needs to be 

completed in its entirety, you know, as soon as 

possible, versus based on whatever funds you get 
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available. 

So maybe if Mr. Katsuda can just, you 

know, kind of like glve us an assurance of what 

kind of moneys you have available to deal with 

this project, because this is of a considerable 

size. 

7 MR. KATSUDA: I should thank you for the question, I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

guess. 

We are concerned about where the bids 

are going to come in. Our estimates -- we have 

been able to secure funds based upon our 

consultant's estimate and our estimates. As 

most of you know, commodity prices have gone up 

considerably in the last four, five, six months. 

With the help of Director Lee, we 

believe that we have -- we have a potential or, 

hopefully, probable source of other funding. 

And if we do, then we should be able to handle 

even that lncrease in commodity prices. 

But if those increases in commodity 

prices -- if you check the price of crude oil 

today, it's down to $44, or about there, so it 

is a big drop from $55 from two weeks ago. 

So possibly, by the time we go out to 

bid, we may see more normal-type bids, but we 
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have to wait and see. 

I think we are in fairly good shape as 

far as funding. But if you ask me am I 

concerned about the bids? I am concerned. But 

I think we can only hope for the best and plan 

for the best. 

So I think we have done that, and I have 

got to thank Director Lee for her innovative 

approach in looking for other funds, and I think 

this will provide the cushion that we need. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. Thank you. 

12 Chairman, I am done. Thank you. 

13 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Member Mateo. 

14 Thank you, Roy. 

15 Member Johnson, any more questions? 

16 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: No. 

17 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Members, we have concluded 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

our discussion period. At this time, without 

any objections, the Chair would like to move 

forward the resolution approving the Hale 

Mahaolu Ehiku Elderly Housing Project pursuant 

to Section 201G-118, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So moved. 

24 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second. 

25 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much. Moved by --
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1 MS. NAKATA: Excuse me, Chair. Just for 

2 clarification, that would be a motion to 

3 recommend the adoption of the resolution. Thank 

4 you. 

5 CHAIR PONTANILLA: The resolution. Thank you. Okay. 

6 It has been moved by Member Johnson. 

7 Seconded by Member Mateo. All in favor, say 

8 aye. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Aye. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Aye. 

11 CHAIR PONTANILLA: And the Chair votes aye. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Johnson, 

Mateo, and Chair Pontanilla. 

NOES: None. 

ABSTAIN: None. 

EXC. : Councilmember Carroll 

and Vice-Chair Molina. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION 

of resolution approving the Hale 

Mahaolu Ehiku Elderly Affordable 

Housing Project. 

23 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, any more discussion? 

24 Alice Lee, any comments? 

25 MS. LEE: None, Chair. But thank you very much, 
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1 everyone. 

2 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much. 

3 Member Johnson. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yeah, I just want to thank 

5 Alice and all the department heads for really 

6 looking at this project, too, because I do sit 

7 on the Long-Term Care Partnership Policy and 

8 Advocacy Committee, I perhaps have an advantage 

9 in that I am more familiar with the project than 

10 others may be. 

11 But I also believe that if there are any 

12 additional questions, I would urge other 

13 Councilmembers that are not here, not only our 

14 Committee Members but other Councilmembers, that 

15 rather than bring up all kinds of weighty 

16 questions at the eleventh hour, so that it makes 

17 it very difficult to move the issue forward, I 

18 would hope, Mr. Chair, that if you could just 

19 send out some kind of a memorandum just asking, 

20 you know, people to at least view this meeting. 

21 If there are any questions with regard 

22 to the environmental assessment, which I found 

23 very helpful, or if there's anything else that 

24 we failed to address, that they please bring 

25 that forward as soon as possible so that the 
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applicant, as well as any of our department 

heads, could be able to answer that. 

71 

3 CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Member Johnson. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you. 

5 CHAIR PONTANILLA: And we will send a memo to the 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

various departments. 

At this time, I would like to thank Hale 

Mahaolu for bringing forth this project ln 

regards to affordable senior housing in the 

Kihei area. As Roy had explained earlier, we do 

have senior housing, not only in Kahului, 

Makawao, Lahaina, and this is going to be the 

first one in Kihei. So, thank you for taking up 

this project. 

And with that, Members, thank you very 

much for being here this mornlng. This meeting 

is adjourned. (Gavel.) 

ADJOURN: 11:50 a.m. 
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C E R T I F I CAT E 

STATE OF HAWAII ) 
) SS: 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU ) 

I, CHARI L. POSSELL, Certified Shorthand 

5 Reporter, State of Hawaii, do hereby certify that the 

6 proceedings were taken down by me in machine 

7 shorthand and were thereafter reduced to typewriting 

8 under my supervisionj that the foregoing represents, 

9 to the best of my ability, a true and correct 

10 transcript of the proceedings had in the foregoing 

11 matter. 

12 I further certify that I am not attorney 

13 for any of the parties hereto, nor in any way 

14 concerned with the cause. 

15 DATED this 30th day of November, 2004, in 

16 Honolulu, Hawaii. 

17 

18 

19 
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22 

23 

24 

25 
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